THE BEAU MONDE
odd, impudent charming chatter, a more sentimental
interest began to tinge his amusement. In four or five
years what a paragon she seemed likely to become;
more irresistible, because more original even than her
mother. A captivating vision of the future fleeted
before his musing eyes. "Of all the Devonshire House
girls", he remarked half laughingly to a friend, "that
is the one for me."
Meanwhile he was twenty-one and she fourteen, and
he had to finish his schooling. In 1799 his four years at
Cambridge came to an end: but Lady Melbourne still
felt that something remained.to be done. The Whig
aristocracy had a high standard of education. Com-
monly they sent their children on the grand tour, after
they had finished the ordinary academic course. But
during the Napoleonic Wars this was impracticable:
so it became the fashion for those young noblemen,
whose minds seemed susceptible of further develop-
ment, to be sent to one of the northern universities,
famous at that time as leaders of all that was newest in
philosophical and scientific thought. In the winter of
1809 therefore, William and Frederic proceeded for
two winters to Glasgow: where they lodged with a
distinguished philosopher, Professor Millar. It was an
extraordinary contrast to the luxurious sophistication
of the world they had left. Earnest, industrious and
provincial, the rawboned inhabitants of Professor